Mazrch 28, 2008

Marlene H. Dortels, Esy.. Secrclary
Federal Communications Comimission
445 {welfth Street. SW

Washingion. DC 20334

Rer  Broadeast Localism Proceeding
MG Dlocket No, (14-233

Dear Mx, Dortch:

Siaden STATIONS WKUB and WWUF lave been operating in vur WAYCROSS AND
BLACKSIHAR communitics for more than 28 years,  In thal tine, the Station has devoiod
countless resources 1 serving our Jocal comamunity. Qur Siaon pirteipates b our Comumunity - and
understunds the needs of” our conumity. ool becanse of government mandates byt beeause the
Station cares aboul our compumnity and serving the public Interest. 1 wiite wodiy 10 object W the
burdensome and winecessaey proposals comained m the Commission's Broadeast Localism
proceeding, Facl ol the proposals i the proceeding are swdressed separately below,

Communications Betseen Livensegs and Their Communities

More than 25 yewrs ago, the FCC abandoned its misguided “ascenamment™ requirements.
when it correctly concloded that market Jorees, sotdier than government nandates, may be relied
tpon (o ensine Uil broadeasters air programming dhat is responsive 10 the oeeds and intenesis ol
their commumities,  Nothing has chanyed i 1hose 25 yoars that should make the 1FCC reuch o
diflerent conelusion now. [ any thing, broadeasiers teday face far more compeiition. rom sateilie
radio and 1V, cable, the Interret, and iPods o sueh an extent thar matket Torees virlually ensuse
that broadeasiers air responsive programnuny. We know full well how important it is 1 address the
nevds and interests of the peopke i owr commuaitios. 16 we don™ address those needs and mterests.
we know that murket foreexs will drive listeners and viewers elsewhere, Government mandares will
0ol clmpe that eguation. except 1o muke it lur more dilficull and eapensive w be a good
broudeaster,

Accordingly. this Sunion opposes any reinstoteman ol the Tormal ascertaiment process or
the mandatory ereation ol ady isory bourds. Vhe guarter]y Issucs/programs 1isl reguirement. coupled
with Comumission review as neecssary aid public input af renewal (ime. has worked adequaiely over
U pust 23 sears.  The potential benelits, 31 any. of these unfunded mandalon proposals are
severcly outweighed by the costs dnvolved, Lusicad. broadeasiers should be given tie Lexibilily, in
helr important role ws stewards of the broadeast wirwaves, o conununicate with their communitics
0 amimer hat bost suits the station wd the coummuniiy .



Roemote Station Operation

For wuny years. broudeasters honve been allorded the flexibility 1o operate withow siation
persomic] prosent al or near wansmission fcilities. s bas becn particulurly important in
emerecney siluations, where broadeaster resourees iy need to be devoled elsowhere, This Station
opposes v CHors 1o rauove e lexibiity that the Conunission lias wisely provided w
broadessters. Many broadeasiers simply cannot altord 10 stadd aelr facility during all hows of
operation and may be foreed do shut down, which woudd be an exiremie disserviee o the public.
Other broadceustors have Invested thousands of dollars in wechnology 10 be suge wa we
fmarediately nodticd of any on-wir problems. We don™t belicyve the Commission showld nallily
those dnvestnents ikl sequire vs 10 make even more expenditures Lor unneeded personl

Main Studiio Rule

Sunilavly. this Station opposes wiy Testicions o e main studio rale. Fog many youwrs.
stations have been given the choiee as 1w where 10 Jocawe thelr matn siudio in e conmmunitics they
sene, Due o vavidtions m toepogiapliy. and i order o addeess the aceds of the various
communities ey serve, broadeasters have been able o rely o the flexible approwch the FOC has
adopted. No changes o this flexible approach are necessary or warranied.

Volge='Lracking and Nationa] Pl [ists

This Station opposes amy Conunission reaulation thal would resticl the practice ol voice-
tracking. Voico-racking can be u useful wol lor smadler broadensters w bring popular non-focal
talent o the Joval aitwuves, as a benelit 10 wir conunumitics, Any restriction on this abilin would
be o disservice 10 the public, and any disclosure requirements potemially would indringe 1the First
Amendment rights of broadeasters. Sioulady . siodon plaslists are a2 matter ol Heensees”
diseration. and e wiored 10 serve the tastes of the conunumitivs they serve. The Commuission is
prohibited by statwte From regulating the coment of broadeast material, and should not eneroach on
the editorial freedoins broadeasters enjor under the First Amendment.

Livensy Rengwal Procedures

Finally, the Commission has proposed the adoption o quotas Ry local programming, Such
a4 proposal raises serions Fisst Amendmem coneerns for broadeasters.  Therelore, this Sttion
OPPOses amy povermnient mandaws in the form o quotas or speeilic minimum hours of local
programming.  Broadeasters swho work and live in their local communities, und who inherently
know the needs and imcrests (thelr communities, are in the bost pesition to determine how best
provide responsive prograniming. meluding loeal prosramming, and o allocaw their resourees
acgordingly. Broadeasiers need the flexibilinn that is built inw the currem avsiem, It is this
fleaibility that alloas us o provide programming tht best ey es 1w public interesl.

Respectlully .

(G, TROY MATTOX,
PRESIDENT



